
ARTIFICIAL ATMOSPHERES is a time based immersive installation of individual and collaborative works by 
sibling artists Robert Todd and Deb Todd Wheeler. Born in Houston, TX and raised in New York City 
suburbs, both artists relocated to Boston as young adults, where they have been working artists in 
conversation for decades. In recent years the theme of artificiality and the suspect positioning of the word 
“nature” became present in both artist’s works. Robert, a lyrical filmmaker who has been documenting the 
presence or absence of nature in the urban lived environment in a collection of hundreds of films. Deb 
Todd’s practice spans multiple mediums, exploring plasticity, affectivity and empathic engagement. In 
2012 they began working on the collaborative project, Artificial Atmospheres, and have been working 
together and separately on the theme over the past 5 years, generating multiple films and immersive 
projects thematically exploring a multiplicity of accidental habitats and natural constructs.  

Robert Todd (1963-2018) was a profoundly creative and compassionate person who expressed raw 
emotion through the medium of film. He was a prolific filmmaker, a dedicated mentor and educator, a 
painter of dark wonders, and a musical prodigy. His cinema had a profound influence on the international 
experimental film community, embracing the deep complexity of the natural world and reflecting his 
internal self, sometimes through multiple mirrors. According to Robert, making films allowed him “to 
wonder deeply and learn, from what ends up shimmering on the screen, about how my inner world 
resonates with the outer world through this transformational medium.” He would walk out of his apartment 
with a loaded camera while holding a feeling in his heart, and make wonderous moving paintings - an 
impulse he nurtured in generations of experimental filmmakers. Robert’s greatest source of inspiration was 
the poetry of Tessa Day. He is terribly missed by the many people whose lives he changed. 

ROBERT TODD(1963-2018) was a lyrical filmmaker as well as a sound and visual artist who produced short works that 
resist categorization. In the past twenty years he produced a large body of short-to-medium format films that have 
been exhibited internationally at a wide variety of venues and festivals including the Media City Festival, San 
Francisco International Film Festival, Rotterdam International Film Festival, New York Film Festival, Le Rencontres 
Internationale, Black Maria Film Festival, Nouveau Cinema in Montreal, Cinematheque Ontario, the Harvard Film 
Archive, Pacific Film Archive, the Paris Biennial, Slamdance Film Festival, and others. He was a beloved and generous 
teacher of film and founding member of AgX , an artist-run film lab and collective for moving image artists in the 
Boston area.  
 http://www.roberttoddfilms.com/ 
http://canyoncinema.com/2018/12/18/remembering-robert-todd/ 

DEB TODD WHEELER: 
Entrenched in the Boston area for the past several decades, the land of scientific advancement and historic 
lore, her work draws from this source to generate discreetly intimate experiences through performative 
objects, interactive installations, and participatory gatherings. Raised by musicians, and trained as a 
material craftsman, she has an interest in both antiquated and new technologies, and an attitudinal 
nimbleness that spawns collaboration across disciplines. In her studio, performative objects and experi-
ences are generated in relation to the human body- where time, material and interaction are required to 
explore issues of labor and manufacturing, artifice and authenticity, and the effects of industry on both the 
psyche and the landscape. There is a clash between the desire to be productive, to be industrious, to push 
technology forward, and the fraught consequences this desire reaps: through regret, lament, grief.  
Some recent exhibitions include Smith College Museum of Art (MA), LABspace (NY), Concord Art (MA), 
DeCordova Museum (MA), Miller Yezerski Gallery (MA), Institute of Contemporary Art (ME), The New Britain 
Museum of American Art (CT), the Islip Art Museum (NY), St Gaudens Museum (NH), as well as the Megapolis 
Audio Art and Documentary Festival (MA). Founding member of the LENNYcollective, with live performances  at 
Iceland Airwaves (Reykjavik, Iceland), Rockwood Music Hall (NYC), Lily Pad (MA). Awards include the LEF 
Contemporary Work Fund Artist grant in Inter-media, Massachusetts Cultural Council Grants in Sculpture and 
Installation, as well as Photography (Finalist), and New Genres (Finalist), the New England Journal of Aesthetic 
Research, Artist Resource Trust, Anonymous was a Woman (nominated) and a collaborative project grant from 
Artists in Context. Her work is represented by Ellen Miller Gallery. 

https://www.debtoddwheeler.com/ 
http://www.ellenmillergallery.com/ 


