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In the past two years, Hartung has continued to pursue her interest in the 
microscopic world. With the advancement of science and the ability to view 
organisms never before seen, she thinks of the great power that such minute 
things may hold. She contemplates the potential impact of cellular activity on the 
visible universe and the human species. 
 
Hartung creates her own vision of cells, proteins and viruses that don’t actually 
exist, but are an artistic evolution from familiar forms. She creates colonies of 
cellular shapes that migrate, flow and multiply. The process of painting with 
encaustic builds layer upon layer of biomorphic forms, suggesting growth, 
development and movement. She constructs environments for these forms, 
landscapes in which they can interact. In many of the works you will see that 
pattern is a predominant characteristic, repeating shapes, lines and colors forming 
the works. A background in fibers influences her as she approaches her paintings 
with a textile sensibility. The patterns and geometries of the microscopic 
structures within the body and the natural world intrigue her. She hopes that the 
viewer will come to see that dangerous diseases and lethal bacteria can be the 
most beautiful and inspiring imagery.  
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